
Working Together for Nevada County Community Library
By YOLANDE WILBURN
Nevada County Librarian

I want to take time this 
month to thank all of our 
friends and those agencies 
and organizations that 
collaborate and work with 
us to make Nevada County 

Community Library successful. It starts 
with the tireless work of our staff, who 
provide excellent service and programs 
to the community. It continues with you. 
Your donations and support of the Friends 
help us accomplish incredible things. The 
thanks extends to all the schools and 
community organizations that partner with 
us to accomplish our goals, and includes all 
of the individuals that donate their time 
and knowledge.

This year, Measure A funding has helped 
us accomplish much. We increased hours 
at branches. We began updating computer 
equipment. We increased programming 
175%. We helped to support the operations 
at San Juan Ridge Community Library. 
We added to collections and materials 
that preserve Nevada County history and 
we purchased new equipment including 
self-check machines, telescopes, and 3D 
printers, which give all residents access to 
technology and the stars. 

The support of our Friends of the Nevada 
County Libraries provided new carpet and 
computers for San Juan Ridge Community 
Library; they provided a new overhead book 
scanner for the Foley Library, new computer 
tables at Penn Valley, a new amphitheater 
shade at Madelyn Helling Library and the 
Musical Mondays at Madelyn’s program 
in conjunction with InConcert Sierra. 
The Musical Monday’s program will run 
from June 11th through July 24th and 
will feature: Beaucoup Chapeaux, The 
Sierra Society of Serious Saxophoners, 
WindJammers, Maggie McKaig & Friends, 

The Heart Strings and Papa Oom Papa. 
We are excited to be able to offer this 
beloved program to the community for 
the second year in a row. The Friends of 
Nevada County Libraries also help fund 
our Summer Reading Program. This year 
they will help to advance job training and 
economic development in the County by 
providing stipends for five high school 
students to intern at the Grass Valley and 
Madelyn Helling libraries. 

The dedicated “Bookies” (volunteers) 
transport books from the Madelyn Helling, 
Penn Valley, and Grass Valley and Bear 
River Library locations to the Foley. They 
sort, label and sell books, which generate 
funds that help our library provide many of 
our incredible programs and services. 

The Friends of the Truckee Library 
purchased a new projector for the Truckee 
Library, which enabled staff to provide a 
monthly family movie night. After staff 
uncovered the long hidden fireplace, the 
Friends of the Truckee Library provided 
a fireplace insert and sofa, which give the 
library a warm and cozy feel. In addition, 
they are diligently campaigning for a new 
Truckee Library and working to raise 15 
million dollars to support that vision. The 
current building, which opened in 1976, is 
in relatively good condition but it lacks the 
space and ability to meet the needs of 21st 
century library users. 

As we move into the new fiscal year, we will 
be reviewing the state of all of our buildings. 
We are currently working to repair the 
deteriorating windows at the historic Doris 
Foley, a Carnegie library that dates back to 
1907. It is in need of updates and repairs 
in order to continue operations in the 
beautiful historic landmark and to make 
it ADA accessible. Madelyn Helling, the 

person, is looking great and doing well, but 
her namesake library is in need of updating 
and repair after over 27 years of public 
service. Another of our Carnegie libraries, 
the Grass Valley Royce (circa 1916), is also 
in need of repairs and expansion in order 
to meet the needs of the community. Two 
bequests that Grass Valley received in 
recent years will help to make renovations 
possible but additional funding is required 
at all of our facilities to meet the needs of 
our communities. 

We could not do what we do without you 
and the help and support provided by all 
of our friends and collaborators. As you 
read this newsletter and learn more about 
the great programs and services that we 
provide, we hope that you are proud to have 
contributed to our success. We thank you 
and look forward to working together for 
a better Nevada County. Have a wonderful 
summer!
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Among Friends
The vision of the Friends of the Nevada County Libraries, a nonprofit organization, is to support our public 

library system as a cultural, educational, and recreational asset.
For more information please visit 

 ncfol.org

http://ncfol.org
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Grass Valley Library 
Branch Brief
By LAURA PAPPANI
Project Manager

The Grass Valley Library is 
excited about our summer 
plans for Lunch at the 
Library and the Summer 
Learning Program. No lazy 
summer days for us, and we 

would not have it any other way!

Over the past few months, we have 
been experimenting with programs for 
adults. Traditionally, we’ve done very few 
programs at Grass Valley because of the 
lack of a designated meeting space. We 
have made a conscious effort to overcome 
that roadblock by holding weekly hands-
on craft programs on Tuesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
Attendance is starting to pick up as the 
news gets out that you can drop in at the 
library to learn watercolor techniques, 
make a mini-terrarium out of a CD case, 
learn something new, and just have fun and 
be creative. 

In addition, we held an “after-hours” 
program called “Spring into Health” in the 
hour after the library closed on a Thursday. 
Logistically, this worked very well and we 
will be doing the same for future programs. 
In the fall, we plan to start a series on local 
entrepreneurs and business people, as well 
as programs on other topics, so stay tuned.

Lots of Learning in Store at the Bear 
River Station
By MELLISA HANNUM
Library Assistant III

Things are happening at the Bear River 
Station! We are offering programming for 
children, adults, and everyone in between. 

Every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. is Storytime. 
Though it’s focused on preschoolers, all 
children are welcome to attend. We offer a 
special Pajama Storytime the last Wednesday 
of the month from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
Kids can bring their stuffed animals and 
come in their PJs. Plus, it is perfect timing 
for working parents.

Other programs happening on Wednesdays 
include Getting Artsy at Bear River the 
first Wednesday of each month, the 
long running Bookworms book club the 
following week, and a Tech Drop-in the 
week after that. Getting Artsy is an all-ages 
activity that runs from 4:15 to 6:00 p.m. 
and focuses on drawing and painting. 
June’s will be on landscapes, and weather 
permitting, the group will go outside to 
create. The Bookworms have a fantastic 
list of choices and are always welcoming to 
new attendees. Our monthly Tech Drop-in 
is for anyone who is struggling with their 
device or simply has a computer question 
they’d like answered.

Saturdays sure aren’t neglected. All day 
there’s Game On! You’re welcome to borrow 
from our collection of table top games and 
play in the Library. We’re starting each 
Saturday with Life Size Games, a program 
where people are the pieces. Games include 
Candyland, mini golf in the stacks, giant 
Connect Four, and more.

During the Summer Learning Program, 
there will be an event happening each day 
Bear River is open. Look for crafts, activities, 
science presentations, and parties – most 
with a water theme to compliment Summer 
Learning’s “Read the River.”

Teen programs will be returning in August. 
Teen Zines, where teenagers created their 
own magazines based on fandoms, was 
popular in April and will be returning this 
fall. Plus, there’s a podcasting project in 
the works, and teens are always welcome 
in our all-ages events. Teens, if you have 
an idea, let us know. We’d love to create 
programming based on what you’d like to 
learn.

In fact, if anyone has a programming 
idea you’d like us to pursue, let the Bear 
River Team know. The response from our 
community has been positive. Attendance 
is growing, but there’s so much potential for 
even more. We’re here to serve our patrons, 
and we want everyone to know how special 
our Station is and how much we want to 
support it and help it to grow.

More information on the specifics of our 
programming can be found on the Library’s 
events page, madelynhelling.evanced.info/
signup/Calendar.

 

madelynhelling.evanced.info/signup/Calendar
madelynhelling.evanced.info/signup/Calendar
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Foley Library Branch Brief
By TIFFANY ROBERTS
Library Technician for the Foley Library

The Foley library 
continues bringing the 
wonderfully rich history 
of Nevada County to 
life! As we move into 
spring and summer, we 

are focusing on the acquisition of exciting 
new collections, as well as planning unique 
programs that our patrons will enjoy. 

This past February, the Foley library 
received the very generous donation of the 
Osborn-Woods collection of documents, 
cards, photographs, slides, and other unique 
pieces of Victorian ephemera. This rich 
collection serves to illustrate the creative 
talents of David Osborn and Charles Woods, 
the two gifted artists largely responsible 
for the cultural revitalization of Nevada 
City in the 1970s! Additionally, the Foley 
library has now acquired the Bob Wyckoff 
collection of documents, photographs, and 
slides that tell the tales of Nevada County 
through the journalistic lens of one of its’ 
foremost historians. This collection has 
already provided us with unique photos 
of Nevada County landmarks, such as 
the National Hotel and the Grass Valley 
library. In the coming months, the Foley 
will be receiving a second donation from 
the Osborn-Woods collection of original 
posters and artwork, archival photographs 
from the Foothill Theatre archive, an 
extensive collection of cemetery records 
for Northern California, and the archives 
for the Business and Professional Women’s 
Network of Nevada County. The Foley 
library is excited to begin digitizing these 
collections and making them available to 
the public!

In addition to receiving a multitude of 
new collections, the Foley is also planning 
several upcoming events this summer and 
fall. Our first big event was a cemetery 
walking tour on June 16th led by local 
historian and cemetery expert Chris Ward. 
We took a short, brisk walk to St. Canice and 
Pioneer cemeteries from the Foley library 
and toured the cemeteries for an hour, then 

wound our way back to the Foley, where 
refreshments were served and attendees 
learned how to use the new microfilm 
scanners to look up obituaries. This tour 
was an excellent way for newcomers, 
genealogy researchers, and even visitors 
to become better acquainted with Nevada 
County history, and maybe even encourage 
them to do a little researching of their own!

On the heels of the cemetery tour, the 
Foley library is very excited to guest host 
the Nevada County Genealogical Society 
on Tuesday, July 24th. The meeting will 
consist of a tutorial lasting approximately 
1 to 2 hours on utilizing new technology 
to conduct genealogical research. This 
includes navigating the maze of internet 
research databases, utilizing scanners and 
readers, and much more! Refreshments 
will be served, and the meeting will take 
place at 6:oo p.m., to accommodate new 
genealogical researchers who work during 
the day as well. It is a great opportunity to 
meet fellow researchers and learn how to 
start (or keep) building the family tree. 

Finally, on September 19th, the Foley library 
will sponsor a luncheon event at the North 
Star House! This will be in conjunction 
with Wallace Stegner’s controversial classic, 
Angle of Repose, inspired by the real-life 
marriage of Mary Hallock Foote and 
Arthur Foote, prominent Nevada County 
citizens, who ran the North Star Mine and 
lived in the North Star House. There will 
be a guided tour of the house and property, 
followed by a catered luncheon and book 
discussion! Attendees will also have the 
opportunity to view items about the Foote 
family on display from the Foley archives, 
as well as images, photographs, and articles! 
It will be a unique luncheon to remember.

As you can see, the Foley library is a true hub 
of activity over the next few months, and 
we hope our patrons enjoy our collections 
and events, and learn something new about 
Nevada County history. We look forward 
to seeing everyone soon! ncfol.org 
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Summer Learning in the Library
By RACHEL SCHNEIDER
Youth Librarian

The days are getting longer and hotter and 
that can mean only one thing, it is time for 
the Summer Learning Program to start at 
the Nevada County Community Library. 
This year we have been able to plan a 
number of exciting and educational events 
to keep children learning and having fun. 

The theme of this year’s program is inspired 
by the amazing nature that surrounds 
us. We are inviting kids and teens to 
Read the River of Summer Learning. In 
order to meet this theme the library has 
developed a number of events that focus 
on nature, getting outdoors, and of course 
the river. The Nevada County Library has 
partnered with many local organizations 
that focus on teaching children about the 
environment, animals, science, and the 
outdoors. This year’s Summer Learning 
Program starts on June 9th at the Grass 
Valley Library with a huge kick-off party 
and a visit from Mad Science Sacramento 
who will be performing astonishing 
science experiments using fire and ice, as 
well as a bubble station, and face painting. 
Other exciting events include visits from 
Conservation Ambassadors (formerly 
Wild Things), Sierra Harvest, South Yuba 
River Citizens League (SYRCL), Wildlife 
Rehabilitation and Release, InConcert 
Sierra, Puppet Art Theatre Co., and many 
others. The libraries will also be providing 
a number of interactive programs such as 
a Unicorn Party, a Bus Storytime (on the 
Gold Country Transit bus), watercolor 
river art, a cosplay party, messy art parties, 

a cupcake competition, Exploring with 
Robots, and much, much more! 

In addition to fun programs, the library 
has created a reading challenge for Pre-
Readers, Independent Readers, and Teens. 
Every person who signs up for the reading 
challenge program will receive a FREE 
book, donated by the Friends of the Nevada 
County Libraries, to start them on their 
reading journey. Participants will receive 
a reading log with prompts of new things 
for them read, places to visit, or things to 
do. Once completed, they can return the 
reading logs to their nearest library by 
July 28th to receive free ride passes for the 
Nevada County Fair as well as an entry 
into a raffle for a number of exciting prizes 
including a drone, a 3D Art Pen, a Sphero 
robot and tablet, toys, and gift certificates. 

New to our Summer Learning Program 
this year is the introduction of our Summer 
Lunches at the Library at the Grass Valley 
Library – Royce Branch. Thanks to a 
partnership with the Nevada County Public 
Health Department and the Grass Valley 
School District, the Grass Valley Library 
will be providing free lunches to children 
ages 0-18 throughout the summer. Lunches 
will be served from 12:00p.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and snacks will be 
provided to parents thanks to a donation 
from Briar Patch Coop. Following lunch 
there will be interactive activities for kids 
that change daily which include Hang Out 
Monday, STEAM Tuesday, Art Wednesday, 

Move! Thursday, and Family Friday. There 
is no registration or income requirement 
for this program so all are welcome to join 
in on the fun. 

In order to help out with this exciting 
new program, the Friends of the Nevada 
County Library have generously donated 
three $250 scholarships to compensate a 
group of Teen Interns. These interns will 
setup for the lunch program, work with the 
library to organize activities, and help with 
other tasks as needed. Not only does this 
provide much needed help for the library it 
is an excellent opportunity for these teens 
to gain essential workplace skills.

Staff at the Nevada County Community 
Library are so excited and ready for a 
wonderful summer full of reading, learning, 
and fun. We would like to thank the Friends 
of the Nevada County Library for all their 
support in providing us with the tools to 
make a truly successful Summer Learning 
Program. We hope to see you in the library! 

For more information about the Summer 
Learning Program in Western Nevada 
County, please contact the Grass Valley 
Youth Librarian Rachel Schneider by email 
at rachel.schneider@co.nevada.ca.us or by 
phone at (530) 470-2695 or the Madelyn 
Helling Youth Librarian Lisa Nowlain by 
email at lisa.nowlain@co.nevada.ca.us or 
by phone at (530) 265-1541

 

ncfol.org
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Dec 2017 – Apr 2018 Membership Acknowledgements

New Individual Memberships

Jerry Bloom

Vance Cunningham

Charmaine Dudevoir

Ed Kalbaugh

Stuart Lauters

Michael Ray

Bernie Zimmerman

Donations

Vince Alcantar

Karen Anderson

Gail & Michael Atlas

Louise Beesley

Holly & James Bennett

Sandra Blake

Franz & Cathleen 
Borncamp

Bob Branstrom

Linda Byrne

Peggy Cabrera

Dick Carson & Carole 
Carson

Jan Collins & Barbara 
Collins

Maxine Cozby

Jennifer & George 
Craig

Vance Cunningham

Charles Dayton

John & Bernardine 
Delgado

George & Tralee 
Dobson

Thomas Durbin & 
Nadine Shub

Dave & Sandy 
Felthousen

Ruth Fitzgerald

Laurel Gavin & Danner 
Conn

Barbara Gentry

Claude & Mary Lou 
Gilbert

Abigail Givens

Jon & Carol Gicker

Gwen Gordon

Ramona Greb

Karen H. Green

Hindi Greenberg

Judy & Reed Hamilton

Kathleen Herwatt

Michael & Judith  
Hill-Weld

Ralph & Dorothy 
Hitchcock

Milton H. & Mary 
Claire Hoever

Stephen Holley

Ralph & Barbara Hunt

Bruce Johnson & 
Robert W Zeuner

Ed Kalbaugh

Valerie Kerns

Edwin & Connie 
Kittredge

Susan Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. C. Lindquist

Suzanne Longan

James & Debora 
Luckinbill

Robert & Rhonda 
Martens

Jeffrey & Susan Mason

John V. Meeks

Brad & Margie Miller

Stephanie Mooers

Herman Nash

Judy Netherwood

Debie & Jim Ogden

Susan Pearson

Roger & Jean Poff

Don & Barbara Rivenes

Susan Sanders & Ted 
Beedy

Pauline Savage

Janice Schretenthaler

Lou Ann Schwartz

Bernell Scott

Nancy Smith

Anne  Sousa

Larry Starn

Annabel & Tom Straus

Alexis Tjoa

Jim & Susie Vigilante

Loal von der Werth & 
Marina Delfino

Mary Jo Wamser

Jo Ward

Trish Waters

Hank & Kandy Weston

Susan Wiesner

Jackie Wilson

Deirdre Witherow

Bernie Zimmerman

Remembrance Donations 

David T. Bowman

Ann Wallace & David Wallace

Mark Wilson & Shari Wilson

In Honor Of:

Betty D & Maj C.E. Bowman

Bertha (Betty) & Chester Ramey

William Wilson
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News from Truckee Library
By SACHI NEUMANN
Youth Services Librarian

The Truckee Library hosted a membership drive and social mixer for the Friends of 
the Truckee Library on May 11, 2018. The lively event featured an impressive spread of 
refreshments, a demonstration of the library’s new 3D printer, kids LEGO playtime, and 
live music performed by a young local violinist. 

The Truckee Library has a range of interesting programs and events in the works for 
May and June. On Thursday, May 17th, robot duo Dash and Dot visited the library for a 
children’s technology program. Dash and Dot help young people learn the basic concepts 
of coding through games and fun challenges. The Library held a doodle-art program for 
teens on Saturday, May 26th. Attendees learned to decorate stones with “Zen-Doodle” 
style patterns to create unique works of art. 

The library’s self-check machine has arrived and is now available as a quick and convenient 
alternative to full-service check out. Give it a go next time you visit! 

On June 9th, the library was present for the Centennial Celebration and Rededication of 
the Pioneer Monument in Donner State Park..

Our summer program, “Read the River: Summer Learning at Your Library” begins 
June 22nd and will run through August 15th. Participants will get a Learning Log 
with fun summer tasks and a free book. We will have Learning Logs for pre-readers, 
independent readers, and teens. You do not need a library card to participate, and all 
our programs are free! Our first Summer Learning event is a water cycle investigation 
for grades k–5, and a water audit for grades 6–8, presented by the South Yuba 
River Citizen’s League. The water cycle investigation is from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
and the water audit will be held from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on June 27th. 

Career Online High 
School-Get Your 
Diploma
By LAURA PAPPANI

The Nevada County Community Library 
offers qualified community members the 
opportunity to earn an accredited high 
school diploma through Career Online 
High School, a program brought to 
public libraries by Gale, a part of Cengage 
Learning. To be eligible, adults must be 19 
years or older, residents of Nevada County, 
and have (or be able to get) a Nevada 
County Community Library card. Classes, 
available on an online learning platform, 
are available 24/7 and are supported by 
board-certified instructors. Many students 
are able to graduate in as few as four to 
six months by transferring in previously-
earned high school credits. 

We now have one graduate from Grass 
Valley whose scholarship was paid for 
by the Friends of the Nevada County 
Libraries. (Thank you!) A graduation 
ceremony is being planned for June to 
celebrate her achievement. Just this week, 
our first Truckee scholarship recipient 
enrolled in the program. We have three 
more scholarships waiting for Nevada 
County residents who would benefit from 
this life-changing opportunity. 

If you know an adult who has always wanted 
to get their high school diploma, let them 
know about Career Online High School. It 
works well for people who like to work at 
their own pace, at a convenient time, and 
have the time to devote to the classes. Visit 
the Career Online High School page on the 
Library’s website mynevadacounty.com/
library to learn how to get started, or call 
530- 470-2692 for more information.

Truckee’s new self-check machine for quick and convenient check out.

http://mynevadacounty.com/library
http://mynevadacounty.com/library


Friends Volunteer Opportunities
The Friends of the Libraries are looking for an individual to fill the  
following position:

Membership Records Coordinator

The Friends of the Nevada County Libraries is looking for a detail-oriented person to maintain the membership 
and donation database. The position involves making monthly bank deposits, keeping detailed records, producing 
reports, mailing labels and donor correspondence. Proficiency in Microsoft Word and Excel is required. 
Knowledge of Microsoft Access is beneficial but not required. Training will be provided. 

Contact Lou Ann Schwartz – 432-0690

The vision of the  

Friends of the Nevada County Libraries,  

a nonprofit organization, is to support our public 

library system as a cultural, educational, and 

recreational asset.
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Monthly Book Sale
First Saturday every month!

Doris Foley Library for
Historical Research

211 N. Pine St., Nevada City

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.


